




W shortype
, Ever since I first learned to spell, I've been 

^distressed by the illogic of it all, & impressed oy 
5 the savings in time & space which could be effected 
J if some sort of a sensible system were adopted. In 
£ later years I also thought about the time wasted by 
=--lcids in learning the 1001 exceptions to our haphaz- 
^ard spelling "methods".
re Then I ran into 4e '
'y realized at once that this was only
A* solution & started writing letters to VoM in 
^nargot", which was but little better.

Recently I have been studying shorthand,^ 
f would be the solution, if there were a way to 

P& type it with facility. This
7 to accomplish with "Shortype". 
j succeeded is for you to judge.

von eive it a fail' trial

treamlyned" spelling,but 
a half-hearted 

"Wid-

is what I have tried 
Whether or not i 1 ve 

All I ask is that 
before you pronounce sent- 

shorthand, you must become familiar with 
str an gcness wear off a bit, 

offer adequate criticism. I think it 
• to road at first glance 

& you'll have- an opportunity to try 
So here it is: (consonants b,d,f, 

altho some

-^you give it a
h ence. Like s 

>3 it, use it, & lot th
.j before you can 

-^will bo a groat deal easier 
' £ than shorthand, 

it in this issue
£h,j,k,l,m,n,p,r,t,& v remain unchanged 
§ assume additional functions.•.•

THE
Example 

cat 
rate 
church 
head 
bed 
good 
gem .

ALPHABET
Sound

a ah
A
ch
ee
eh 
guh 
juh

Shortype
a 
ae 
c 
e
i 
g
j

Example
kat
rae t
cure
bed 
bid
gOOd (T
Jim J



Engl i sh Example Sound Shor type Example
i bit ih S bit
i bite I y byt
ng(ing) ringing ing q. rq.q
0 wr o te 0 0 rOt
0 lot aw. ah 0 lot
00 school THT w skwl
00 hood 00 00 hood
5 mist SS s mist
sh in sure sh ft in^wr
u but un u but
u future eu ew fewer
w water ■yu- w wotr
X extra eks,egs X xtro
y yacht ee e eot.
z dizzy zz z dize

Thus we avoid such cumbersome monstrosities as 
the International Phonetic & the GBShaw alphabets, & 
with the exception of the arbitrary as, it is truly 
phonetic for all practical purposes.

Jufius will nc doubt complain that "1**15 a dip­
thong, & so it is- So what? I would be consistent & 
have all dipthoags represented by single symbols,but 
it isn't practical. I considered, using capitals,but 
found that they slowed up typing speed too much. The 
present system effects about a 25% saving in space & 
about the same in time, altho I haven’t got around 
to making a properly accurate time study of it.

Now for a list of abbreviations of some of the
most common words: (note that these almost complet
ly take care> of the "th" problem.)

cX a about abt
a o o va abv after aft
again(st) agn ( s) although o 11
already o Ir always o 1 s
and & answer ans
any ne anything ne tq
approximate apr ox are r





permanent purm pers on pn
people ppi place Pi
position pO positive poz
po ss ib le pos prepar(at i on) prip(n)
prevent pvn previ ous pv
private pvt probable(i ty} prob{te
publ i sh(cat i on) pub{n) put P
quality kwl quantity kwn
railroad. rr rather r th
right, write rt real(ly) rl(e)
receive rov record r ik
re gular rig remark rmk
room rm remember rmr
rep or t rpt return r tn
satisfact ory sat should 9! d
several SV shall 4
xaaii so s some sm
s omething sq soon sn
special sp sub ject sub j
sugge s ti on su j (n) substi tute sb t
sub scr ibe (ti on) sub such sc
system sis that tt
temporary t imp the t
them m then n
the re tr thing tq
think tic this t s
thorough th those tz
throughout tr t to,too,two 2
t o go ther 2g tmorr ow tmw
under un until til
usual ew very vr
wa s wz week v/k
what wt wh ether wtr
where wr wh i ch wc
wh i 1 e wl wi 11 1
wi th(ou t) W ( 11 ) would wd
you u your, year er

General rules: Eliminate vowels wherever prac­
tical. Eliminate apostrophes ditto. Capitalize prop-



er nouns only. Proper nouns keep original spelling, 
ar & or retain English pronunciation.

Pre fixe s 
be,de,re,en,em, & in 
drop the vowel when 
followed by a consonant

Suffixe s
& endings ed,em,e.,er, 
es,al,ion,on,an,le,am 
or,uni drop the vowel 
when preceded by a cou­

tran s-
ex- 
unde r 
over

s onant. 
men t 
ful(l) 
t i ve 
tion

mt
fl
tv 

orc
$ #######

tns
x 
un '
0

IL .11 JI JI Jt if -if IT it v:'r # I # v v

Efty-sevent plea jintl- 
fin, rmr tt y prOpOzd t 
Citadel az a last raort. 
& tt y admitd tt i wd b 
praktitle impos 2 acev. 
u 1 rteol, praps, tt y 
sed owr koliktv in hum wd 
v 2 b cowntd in 5 figrz, 
b4 we ted xpikt no sort o 
sulcsis. but rgordlis o t 

y stil tk, f i v/ir P0s* 1 vd 
b -oriferabl 2 an unplizantle re jiraintd, sivilyzae?i . & 
J d”n th an tinpracr o 80° wl impair W 
abilitoz or inirjo vr me. t yl& nod n n ?%r7rj...ht(& 
leuvrd, morlo offt botn path. * 3'4\
o spoils o t north Pacific mmJs.t * -p ‘sl&' /tt 2 
traod rvts, y th wo M fyn* z a0
,c trubl. **y stil aw n so v. o- ,,,u EaSti 
mor aplikabl than t tft vc.* . \-i' nel a big popew-
thao r almost sinommus. wy - mysilf (1 y

r°pdpX t-ymt)yy lea eslle



dubl my knosump?! f my infcum wz dub Id az i (id b f 
prOduk^ in j wir dubld. & y k se n gd rezn wy 
konsump^ h 2 b stdde on ne ptr ytim. w sO^lyzd biz, 
industrez kd-b sit up 2 prOdws sv dif tqs, & bild up 
surplusiz 'dzynd 2 last wl t uthr produkts win bq 
maed. 4ithaqks ‘4 t kynd wurds. **RoskO mprwvz by 
leps & bownds.

Banshee 4: t Limaedn looks me lyk an orij Pin- 
lae tt ewst 2 b in Sqltun’s rm at MIT. **vm Eaea d- 
vilops sm lis tryt f igrz d spec, e 1 b wun o owr bist 
pOits; in fakt e z a 2 bad ryt now. **IsprantO wz in 
t publik skvlz 0 10 erz ogO. i wz intrOdwst at Kwin- 
ze Hy in 33 or 4 & y wd v taekn i, f y hd n flujkt 
aljebro & bn 4st 2 task i 0. **Dzyn 4 Fanmagz xlnt. 
y v tryd 2 folO ts advys ivr sins y startd pubq (nOt 
Panfare traedmk wc wz owtst&q enuf 2 b coped twys, 2 
my nolij) but kulors r difnle 2 me wurk 4 a pn w ltd 
tyro, just wun lyn e siz, but i aenz dubl t memeOq... 
cik on mor wyt spaes -^obzirv ts _i$u. . . wy dznt sm- 
vmn gv owt w t dtaelz on silk skreii? **MarlOW z roq 
abt hilikoptrz i tk. n s loq agO tr wz an ad in t 
Boston Globe 4 ppi 2 git tr ordz in irle 4 koptrz at 
$2000 pir, wc z n a fantastic prys.by ne mens, & mas 

'7prOduk0 k kut tt in 2, n dowt. **pwr a ma^en k look 
aelein. i sp f i z an aelien maden. in fakt, i ltd 
look s aelein tt i wdn look lyk a napen at ol!**mar- 
jinOt on KwOtabl: "y prefr Korzybski 2 Plato. ■' Halle 
z just anuthr godaezr. ’skews,tt last wz fr Caliban.

lavestigation... y blev i. . .
Cosmicrapt list o mimz z a ryot, evn Begler’z 

wurst inime vd n v sereusle inaentaend tt t CC mim$iip 
list wz kornpOzd o haf an Ackerman! (cridit RDS). & t 
trubl v/o hd n t stiklis stikrz in asimblq t mlq, 
o Imo st maod me vOt 4 xpuljf.

Toward Tomorrow? 2: y taefc vyOlint 2 Yorke's 
kontenc tt owt o 150 fin vze v onle Bok & Clyne az 
rel artists. just cfh& y It tk o Turner, Hunt, Sayn, 
Jones, Goldstone, TV/right, Knight, ’.,’iedenbeck,& Gib­
son. y am konfidint tr r kwyt a few mor. & kompaerq 
fandin 2 an art klas z s obveusle unfaer tt i z sile.



hov; nine a tt art r PhD ■< in. j iuqrz ? rvt-
rz? i.iuzi^.iz? **& MA ?A ni?.is "prOd'Js iauterial uc z fir 
botr prozintd, r prOdv/st, & thot-owt11. . . . ( J ) un'lyn & 
Z-dainaed ;;iyn»- * rsvd BTAPA aaelcs 4 a er & 2 & owtsyd
0 Crane, Zdlcins, & 0 kuol o uthrz, i vz vmn log. non- 
otntis drv/1. n, drwl z n t vurd, 4 thae vzir az dry az 
dust & dulr than t Articles of ‘/ar. ’*agn, thy siz*'y 
dicry t vast ogO-nf 1 aet; powrz wc kotih 0 a arintq ;aa- 
$ien gvz ■ r , " at ts tyn yhos v;d lyk 2 cilery t vast orO- 
nfl.. etq .pout's a Itl hyr id jwkaec’. gvz. y a:,? riayndd o 
a frind o i.ryn ir; trans aid sadlo, -:a or o kolij z vurs 
than swells - 01 i gvz u z an zajraetd sins 0 er Ovzn 
inp.” **hO'.;ivr, v; t tytl y 1 agro... ** t pgf aaint 
dirt u siuvialenis z rirjrcietd & unko3C4; t apoldjit- 
ii-: fynal sintius £0q tt t rytr realyzz how far e z 
strict t truth. • ♦* y dw n se uo aed 4 a fan i:3d 0 i th- 
iz. ordinaere kurtise wd dw Wyt npole i tic. * *3,pe 1:q 
o spkolOje hooks, y v just fini$/t t ‘Te uro tic Person­
ality of Our Tine by 3’aron Horney, wc taeles ibu . ’.7 
Preud J hz folOirz h*.< try 2 trees iv abnorul aJct bale 
2 a szo'-l ori jn, & y fynd K-ysilf pri.te uc in agre'nt 
■.7 hir. 'A'c bre^z 2 z.ynd a Chicon sen - wc 4 sz straenj 
rozn h ols rzaend vivid wn nerle ol t rist z haeze. 
A tt ■7z Pei’due, Hilty, Mi she, Bia die, Michel, a Icuwl 
o uthrz & -ie, sitq in a Chicago 'onesi.it her joent, ve 
'.-ir just olizaatle auld & Michel lend 4ward & spO’c 2 
-ig _ vr conf id icicle ,0 az sereus rz a nan kd b - sueq 
”ew nO , Jidner, 7 tic sz s victle 0 r e t d , dOnc ? ■ y 
arret ha:’tile, h stil di?. eva '-n 'r ai.i sO.;r.

Pan-Da ago 5i y objikt-’ t vurd :Tfen .n yva its 
ariziat iuiitus at t 43 Malacca, & Stanley, Ohanvene u 
I- ’Vidner I: lik ne uthr 3 gyz in fandr? hv/ Itlaeia ve r 
a :,uen;1.’ Marquis of ^uoeasbury or Venusian ba'-i ale 
rwlz. & 4 an alijd sii.innt i a i s t ; Yc teteo 's.n\ sr; jrite 
spe.lus reznq on us at tyi-z. f ”fea” s^s utrle roq, e 
h’Oxile wua hors 2 tael:- e past hi..ic4tx. rt “loans' as 
t bl'wrl 0 naa, or 0 Ironvilctd o\.t 0 hz own i.:o’. tn o oq 
a hiiOrrit. **7 thot u vir a Catholic, koz eUle 4ur 
Catholics uaek t biirist aetheists, & u qvr r oiti 

onesi.it


abt i. "out t..i, u rust v lid ag ofl kilz in t pants sn- 
■,?r □ lo<i t lyn, & u r "bitr agns lyf in j*

Fan- 2 1 ants ■'>'. Laney li gist roc abt ry resaz 4 
nlclTr'l'.; Fenfire in fapa. Kra cpt- turnq z t lost 0 njy 
wires* its stinsiiq tt fits : e c'o’a. y vzd nc rotlir 
pub 200 kopez 0 10 pa^js, than 100 o 20 pjz. s pq 
? in fapa wz n a rsey! : t ol. az wc az 7 prefr t ind 
typ ’sen, y t’c tr ^d b nor 0 t sub ski i )<' typ. y pl& 
2 dr; i loq ogO but Hurter & a kupl 0 uthrz bet ae 2
1. 7 agre tt tor 0 t uacwr puarz dd rec t nt yr fold, 
but ts z asltq a lot. a ;,i.-iac-.?rpa li a gr mine ntir- 
icts & must rae,l hz tym. a subacn, 2 gcrnr enuf subz 
— dd aper rigle, & tt 2 vt taetrs up 11 ind 0 tym e- 
vn f ’.7uii k spind ts ant 0 tym, e kdnt pub ?.n indzen
2, (esc 7TVj 3 e must cv/z tncn t 2, & e"zle t inzen 
pinz. C: iiiezae rter-tq. >-d b t funlt^ o 2 so frvp, sc 
□ z t ‘.’elcoa a t JTFFF. **Halsey i".;01 xlnt.

Iler oil’s 1; i z a pite we ’rant uvzard Yerlce a mir>~ 
lii u e d 1' ’ in rtn 4 hs'valewabl teon.tr ibz. ymrlboteqn4 

’,o?rd 2 t suusekvint volz
In G-.-rde 10 : nu t s 2

enul ■■■/urtliv;y 1 or ane'-zg 
tyiizr f t ydel ekonOne 
ba. b-braekq, sO Id st roe., b 
pr ? e til ...e , v; i b i t r ?

7 or j s on s 19: on. t hOl, 
’lomindabl, but y dis-rre vi c 
u t'1 r z ti i r d m ltd. ■ r r s i z u j.
i; ;’i^-7-.-a£l Sirblz-’ Obt i 
mctr 0 u-it-r a cyla c 0 
silt’ by reznv & rsirc, or t01 
poent.J’ Il; cLz n prezi.it t Icae 
si 110"' e -‘-ryvz at iis ko.i^lnzn 
prosis 0 tocc cylc; 2 tte 4 
mist imp Juiilzp 0 id ji; .a c\- •

0 ts.
t filosOfe tt ”rarn i n ful- 
’7urkq hz erz of 40 Lrz/v;l: & 
CT/nsunz. pirsonale,v k tk 0 
tqs ■. d- 2 lest me sv lyf- 

?r v/i k v vt thae v/ant ivt t 
nipetid, z a sq 2 nurk 4 --

t artikl on idjv.’I:ae£ vz 
£c’? trz, w tic a leupi 0 

z r.r'z/ti-it d- disrgrer.it 
tr4 konizl'jdz tt “ t 

?Gd 2 dd-;s fa lets 4 hiia- 
d by t tecr, z bsyd t 
e 4 eathr syd, s y dOut 
. pir sunale, i tic tt t 
liii.isilf Z '.7U;i O, f 11 _t 
& tn yd 171t 2 suj t ned 

■■ aprOpreaot kobsz 2 g 
a teid. tz pv;r milianikl 
trs. or a iiiati. jeneus

teon.tr
prezi.it
disrgrer.it


thru lit oi histore f e Gl)z r intriot. aa 4 rlijus 
traenq,t sundco slculjs r koiapi tint 2 h&l i f t per into 
tk t kid noth i. on t uthr h&, i 7 b poi’t o hi st­
ore, & t j- rt t gr reli.jnz v plaed in histore dd b 
nethr tiinihiyzd or xp&dd, but tretd objiktvle, lyfc in- 
yincz or ne utnr liistorikl fors. ts 1 cowntrskt t ev
hasik asunpd tt ne relijn tryz 2 fors on its cildrn - 
t asumpd tt trz z t uua &,0n2e n^-.ir reiij:ij a t cor- 
Olaore, tt ppi o ne uthr blef r misgydd, or vurs, 2 b 
hild in kontixpt. chik 2 19 disinlz on typo, dryvq, & 
iaaaenl arts (u abv xd J , & on gitq u dun by 16.

So Gaari: rinks on math intris to. Jiisebe yl v 2 
stude math at tt, olthO yv ols hOpt 2 islcaep. **n, t 
•Jla^ton's uir nv on rd v wun o my Itrz, but y wz an 
irle Brass Tooker (act '34). y tk ti r zd s c er oil— 
a 4 4 ♦ « • •>«•> n » < -> 0 o P h-/■<n t n n s 1 r.. but its a rd .1 — VZ5 e<! •

7a it1 s 7 r aiiibl' in g s: k v 
a--re on URJames. e z tops,

Plianny 3-2: bravo on
T-i e ’ / o. r k s : a bit s i 1

stuf 4 o- tt.
Light 131: Peck’s p o 

taeka a Itl uor kaer v t 
in t idu. er pirspiktv in

^nr z purte. bak evn roor s. 
n evn zq HPI..

jeneus artikl. ,t2ryst”xlnt. 
f-irondus d Odun, but fyn

no ”’d v bn a klasik f e hd 
,etr. evn s, i xvz t bi st tq 
t kv Itrc got turnd ard abt

gWae tlirvz. tolre.
A nenbi te 5: "Horror out of Lovecraft" a In-lv.

pOrnz
tt orij ”Pipe 
orij daep fr 

n q a b ■t t s a e v q 
f W kd dv i 
vr fond) 

tic i 
a 1 oq

a

qd" ar tiki h b 
t disku> abt i. 

du .n tk 
saevq ny
y lyit- V 

f t V7Urld

ol
t vurlu. 
y vzz tk t 
fev; pal

o
11

ibo trd siavt o’?t o 
rred i sztya. Y 
z wurth. t botbr 
o'z/n nik (a uc y 
v?z n aidci, oltn
gQz 2 Hell vze 1 n dovt 
re in ts maolq. "purpose" z 

iLiur nur ings 2 : on.. or 1 
r , , o t lest t ty z n 

, pya i- i o t: b /n d q i a f 0 
ard 'i ilavq dun -’Pne 'lai.;pne 1 x 
Heinlein. deCaup, VanVogt,

tr illo
ol

i. **lots 
tlir gd uun 
d. til me

o

. or abt Pe-

a pre- oc a o a . s. 
-,'ituart Ounibu

tyx yl git 
” & ditto
t "31H:I 2



Trudy. 2.id t su^n 4 Xoresh.ot cram. ♦* y vs amaezd 2 
fyad it t Jofler iutrvi; vz fiktidus.

<kh e - o f f 1 ,s vun o tz jarOdcz ■••dv bn in tris tc. 
oiaev.zq, but alot abt t 7th.y gagd..<.

Black t: ,/h i t o ; bO th. tiles Boes v lit tr eriO^z run 
owae in. .peer tasks caer o 4e, s yl try 2 toek ooer 
o Speer. fst, y kwiscun hz data. i tk, 1 **r nOst o t 
trl i le-vyt s" e z ewzq t arne I*.v tists kOi.pyld in vzurld 
war I* uOst anthrOpdlOlists v sins ad:-itd thes 2 b 
invalid i.i ju.jq negrO in t11 i jins, sins no gru 1 on t 
sao;: e :Ono.:;i k livi 1 az t avg negrO in 1917 1 gv t 
saeu faults w.n konperd -i t avg o t intyr U6. laetr 
xperiuts ’by lluth Benedict & uthrz v $!0n tt n or th ira 
blahs, hv v sly tie betr opts, r akcewale sw zereor 2 
wyts 0 10 ir okOnaxai. livilz sc az t <-aerl:r J orz or”pwr 
w^t trad’’ 0 t dec sowth. **but evn soOzq t ”kulr lyn” 
h s.r ewtilite, tr z stil n xkews 4 Jim Crow taktix. 
2 fol0 ts lyn 0 thot 2 its lojikl but aozur'l kohklwzn 
lit’s spOa tt vn ••i.it arrl w hz 1< cOo 0.1 a konspikev?- 
us ar;.:bh or ha.)., tn hpeer wcl v 2 git up & lev t taebl 
f ssv’.ui (blah, vyt, pren, or >urpl) lOir than E5 (or 
sa sc srhitraere an) sat down w lir.i. ols'G,. e wd Icon- 
sidr it pile faer 2 di s'-;r iainae t agns thez -65s, hird 

n2 ried live k’;artrz, tor fo fr i.'.Ost ski Id. traedz
ie orOfihiu - iuklwdq tz hw by s 1.1 mistaek hd bn .g vn an
”05-! b u 111, d kd jrwv th a_ .e w i r Ji us lOOsJ fr -anuth r
aql, e wd a-uoev t sa ■Jl.: f 3 r h suington or C-’.‘O ar ver
S3 t down . 1W, i e vn e admit e thac r i?c sw per ear 2
t OVf-< y;-rt 0 r blak. & e i t anuthr xauil; f t ” 10 i 1 nin-
til klcsiz 1 r t Dale vun z hr wd -in, nt dif d i i.’aek
i just dzn t a up st r8, tt' s ol ■ PC*

(e_o) H ®_® -' (®™e) (®_€) i 1 ()
( (-r) ;( i '■ 1 i H ( (•■ ) ; ((wH ( (w) ) ( (v ; ) ( (w I 1 ( Iw ) ) ( (w) )

Th0 j is s pawned out of the Ifever-to-be— 
suf ■; io ioatl y- i:., preca ted Idiueo at S7 O0I011- 
ial ?.d,‘.T -/s-y-.jou th SI, Hass, bv the ’lidners, 
Art, Sutil, Pete, & lave. This is aunber



PO(B QQtOTW’o
Fanzines Writers

Most Valuable Fen

1 Fan-Tods 6 6 1 Speer 53
2 ■Suspro 45 2 Stanley 49
3 Yho s 35 3 Cha uvene t 45
4 En Garde 28 4 Widner 28
5 Reader & Collector 27 5 Lownde s 21
6 Sardonyx 17 6 Thompson 16

Phanny 17 Warner 16
8 Matters of Opinion 11 8 Ashley 14
9 Agenbite of Inwit 9 9 Koen i g 11

Horizons 9 10 Ravi s 10
Walt's Wramblings 9

Artists

1 W i o denbeck 97 1 Speer
2 Wright, R 41 2 A shley
3 Clyne 27 3 Widner
4 Jone s 23 4 Swisher
5 Widner 21 5 Stanley
6 Watson 15 6 Chauvenet
7 Hiehe 1 13 7 Wollheim
8 Wilimczyk 11 8 Koenig
9 Speer 10 Laney
10 Ho ffman 5 10 Warner

63
43
42
41
31
29
15
14
14
11

%w.
enuf ambition

The response 
disappoint ing

to this poll v/as very 
. Only 23 members had 

to fill out & return their cards. Re 
the question on sleep the answers ranged about as 
I expected. Fen (it says here) need 7.7 hrs in 24 
& get 6.8. Interesting to note that insomniac DBT 
gets 5, but thinks he needs 8,. whilst Watson. gets 
5 & is perfectly satisfied. ...Tho artist situa 
tion is'rathor scrambled. I think most of my votes 
should’ve gone to Wilimczyk, coz many of you woro 
no doubt had the impression thE.fc I ixlused Alicia . 



. ’’This is too bulky to put in an envelope," they 
said., "so a messenger can’t deliver it. Let Jack 
Speer take it up."

I looked, at the room number as they thrust the 
file into my hands. "5E221 —Good Honk.’ That's over 
on the other side of the building—" I paused as the 
enormity of the idea sank in— "and~-and— up on the* 
roof.... You can’t do this to me.’"

They smiled oilily & quoted: "*We must deliver 
the mail.'"

"Yes," I said,crossing myself, "wo must deliver 
the mail. Uh - perhaps I could go get my car & drive 
around to the other side of the building & deliver 
it from that entrance—I got half a tank of gas this 
morning."

"Take a confidential filo outside The Building?" 
they cried in horror.

So, provisioned only with a Jolly Jack,but car­
rying hard money which I hoped would still have val­
ue for buying food in those distant parts, I set 
forth on foot.

I knew not how far the escalators would carry 
one, & how far it would be necessary to plod up the 
ramps, I had never been above the Third Level be­
fore, but knew vaguely that the escalators stopped 
somewhere short of the ultimate top. I felt a surge 
of agoraphobia at the thot that there might be a 
*"fTfth fl oo r J V/hy, that's as far away as anything can 
be from us inside Pentagon, unless you go up on the



I’d 
either» 

it every day that we didn’t 
but that was only along a narrow, 
we didn’t go beyond Ring C in the 

of our work,& didn’t like to cross the.drive- 
Z i we could help it.

On the upoer levels,I mused the driveway & oth­
er familiar landmarks were shut from sight and_I 
could only hope that the marks on the.walls would 
guide me. But I reckoned without tho unfinished con­
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"WHAT?” he roared.
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my shirt pocket. But he began bellowing, 
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Commandos.’” With this he made a . 
ally dodging I turned & ran 
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stumbling up the winding steps, 
well.shut off from pentagon s

- ---i the outer atmosphere, 
unlike any other on earth. Sometimes 

beneath my feet would be soft & moist & 
slithered into dark recesses & sat 
^assaee- & anon the way would be hot & 
1 saw^tarantula-li ke things out of the 

1/1 aware that I was passing ex­
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these,& entered a double door at the

wa s 
the 
ob- 

jib-

dim & gigantic hall: vaster it 
than the mighty Concourse, 
Valgreen’s or Shopping



Service from the shoe shop even on clear days. Thru 
the gloaming around, me came occasional flashes of 
lightning; a thunderstorm seemed to he gathering up 
near the roof.

I went back into the oorridor,shaken with name­
less dread, & proceeded along it -toward, Ihoped, the 
main passage. The ceiling was very low here, & the 
bats that clung to it were disturbed & fluttered ab­
out squeaking as I passed. Tho the floor should have 
been new, it was pitted & uneven,as from the passage 
of countless feet, so that I faltered full -oft. Once 
I opened one of the doors that lined the way, to ask 
assistance, but within was only introvert machinery, 
humming & whining to itself.

Then suddenly before me was a window - a whole 
line of windows. It was the great central park, &
out there was tho blessed blue sky & far down below, 
the green grass & the young trees! I tried to judge 
what floor I was on by counting the storeys opposite, 
but the eyesight is deceptive, & I couldn’t tell 
whd<ah height was my own. However, I turned to the 
left along the A ring, hoping to get to an intersec­
tion, where there would be guiding signs. Still 
clutched in my hand was the half-forgotten file, & I 
resolved to deliver it or die.

husk was falling outside, & I lost the' windows 
that guided me. How I came to a wilderness, where 
roads had scarcely been cut thru, & there were so 
many temporary paths leading off on all sides among 
the litter left by the carpenters, plasterers, & 
painters, that I became hopelessly confused.

Suddenly a ghost-white human face appeared 
ahead, & I think I wept with joy. "Old man,"I said, 
"can you tell me the way to 5H221?"

He shook his head uncertainly. "I got lost here 
last October looking for some place on the Mezzanine, 
& never have found it - or the way out." He was a 
middle-aged man, with a fine shock of white hair & a 
scraggly mustache that kept sticking in his teeth as 
he talked. He was probably a section chief in his
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day. "At least, I think it was last October. I’ve 
lost all track of time....* Tell me, son^do you 
have any victuals with you? I am an hungred."

I divided the Jolly Jack, but the piece placed 
in his hand fell thru it without stopping. Then I 
knew what he was. He didn't seem to notice the mat­
ter, however; in fact, he seemed to have forgotten 
me already,for he wandered off,crooning in a cracked 
voice,

"From the halls of old Muni-i-tions 
To the shores of Arlington,
We will file our country’s pa-a-pers 
We will file them one by one....'*

I have no clear recollection of what followed.
I think I wandered in a delirium for hours, tortured 
by thirst & loneliness. I remember being troubled 
with a feeling that the old man's face had been my 
own, & that somehow I must have passed thru a time- 
warp, & met myself coming back, years later. But 
that was silly, of course; & aosides, it didn't jibe 
with the old fellow's story. At last I fell faint­
ing before a locked door, & knew no more.

I came to myself in a ward of the Pentagon hos­
pital. Mrs Bull was sitting nearby, & when she saw. 
that I was awake, asked, "Hoy/ do you feel, Jack?' 

"Pid--did I deliver the file?" I croaked.
"Yes," she said;’ "you collapsed at their door, 

with the filo still in your hands. They had to call 
the machine shop to pry your fingers loose."

"How Allah be praised," I sighed, & drifted in­
to unc on sc i ousno s s again.

HEXT ISSUE we expect to present 
more of comrade Hoose’s fine po­
etry, an article by Tom Gardner, 
& somo sort of fireworks by pvt 
Hilton J Landry, Public Cynic #1



You. were a glorious kind, of person 
when you remained, within yourself 
and didn't erupt into the outside 
to touch the fluent intersections of other lives.

You enjoyed beauty in your own way, 
laughed at your own jokes with 
an idebt's broken, marveling enthusiasm, 
and pitied others for not sharing all this 

with you.

But the time came when you felt a wrongness in it

the dreams you had for yourself and the world

were like automobiles with no one at the steex’ing wheel

altho you didn't risk destruction

on a paved stone highway.



Bitterly you saw you had Seen a child 
and your heart sagged as you contemplated 
the tremendous tower you had to bogin builumg 
from the ground

. ... at 11:59.

Even to be glad of existing seemed impossible,

to taste happiness from the presence of others 

even more so.

Vainly you hoped that a fineness and beauty 
in the happenings

■ - of your -life .woirld awaken! the 1 o ve v and ; the joy 
inside you (oh, you knew they were there-') 
but an indolent ugliness living in you 
more strongly than that love of life 
coaxed you into priggishness and frightenea^ 

u w —3T 3- -1 * J 
before the living body of the beautiful and fine 

you sat down and wept upon your own shoulder -- 

the stables were too, too filthy to be cleaned 

but a .-.rimness succeeded the sobbing,

for you knew, prophetically knew, that after 

long stumbling thru winding unlighted tunnels 

the whole brightness of the sua would one day 

shine down upon your coldness, star thru 

the black scarf of your blindness, 

and make you a warm and seeing man.


